
 

 
 

 

          
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Annan News 
06.05.22 

New Topic – ‘From Source to Sea’ 
The beginning of a new term is always a time for inspiring outings 

and this term is no different. 

This week Elders visited The Museum of London Docklands to see 

the Port City Exhibition. This intriguing exhibition traced more than 

200 years of extraordinary experiences and intense activity on a 

river that has always been essential to the city’s survival. Elders 

explored how the complex operations of the port have 

connected London to the rest of the world from the final days of 

the 18th century to the creation of the London Gateway ‘mega 

port’.  Below are reports from Rose and Rufus… 

Elders were thrilled to visit the extraordinary Museum of London 

Docklands to learn about the historic River Thames. Their first 

experience was on a river boat, skimming across the water. The 

museum was vibrant and interesting with wonderful stories of old. 

Elders were amazed by a wheel which was like a giant human 

hamster wheel. When they ran in it, an old wooden bucket moved 

up and down. They also learnt about the bleaker aspects such as 

war, slavery, and executions.    Written by Rose Isaacs 

There was a special exhibition called Port London. It was very 

interactive including smells, sound effects, visuals, touch screens 

and hands on exhibits. My favourite part was the Sailor’s Town 

because it really immersed you, making you feel like you were 

there, and told you the story without writing.   Written by Rufus  

 

 

 

Oak Trees explore the river Cuckmere 
Oak Tree Class walked from High and Over to Cuckmere on 

Thursday. The view from the top of the hill over the river was 

absolutely stunning. They spent some time sketching the meanders 

in charcoal before walking down to the river. On the walk they met 

some very friendly goats, a herd of cows, saw ducks, geese, swans, 

a heron and heard reed warblers and skylarks. The children were 

able to see how the meanders cut into the bank on the outside of 

a bend and muddy beaches are created on the inside edge 

where the river flows more slowly.  

They followed the Cuckmere right down to the beach to the river 

mouth where it entered the sea. The children then played at the 

water’s edge before walking back up the Cuckmere to meet the 

minibus. On the way back Helen threw a stick into the river and  

the children noticed the river was now flowing North as the tide 

had changed. They had a wonderful day and are looking forward 

to more adventures along the Cuckmere this term. 
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Sycamore’s Inspiration 

Sycamore Class have started 

to think about this term’s topic 

‘From Source to the Sea’ and 

have been sharing the story  

“A River” by Marc Martin.  

This has inspired the children to 

start to create their own rivers in 

their block playroom and in the 

sand pit. 

Willow Class make a River Diorama 

Willow Class have been making a river diorama. The children used 

a range of modelling techniques to create a 3D landscape on our 

display board. They created mountains and valleys through 

building up layers of paper and card before fixing them all in 

place with special modelling tissue paper. They then painted the 

scene to show how a river flowed from the source to the sea, 

passing through valleys, farmland, towns and villages on the way. 

This activity was a brilliant way for the children to gain an overview 

of the journey of a river in a very physical, kinaesthetic way.  

Music Mark used the diorama to inspire some composition work. 

The children worked in pairs to compose instrumental music for 

different parts of the river. They recorded their compositions and 

hope to combine them together next week. 

 

The Snail and the Whale 

The story of ‘The Snail and the Whale’ 

has led to water exploration activities 

in kindergarten.  Some of the group 

were transfixed by watching water 

travel through a funnel, while others 

used the small world animals to 

create a story narrative. 

 

 

Where does the water come from? – The Kindergarten found 

(what they thought was) the start of the stream only to 

discover the water had dried up! They followed the gully until 

they finally found water beginning to trickle. But did it come 

from the lake?... No! Helen and the Juniors discovered the 

water was actually coming from a pipe that was slightly 

buried around the roots of the tree! Now the Kindergarten 

need to investigate where the pipe leads! 
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Menu for next week: 

Monday:    Spaghetti Bolognese + veggies 

Tuesday:  Chilli & rice 

Wednesday:  Build a baguette - selection of cheese, 

hummus & salad 

Thursday:  Soup and sourdough  

Friday:    Packed Lunch 

 

 

Diary for next week  

Monday: :    Catch up for missed guitar lessons 

Tuesday:  Sycamore Trip to Eastbourne 

Wednesday:    Willows Trip to Cuckmere Haven 

Weds-Fri Elders Class Residential to PGL 

Thursday:    Chestnut outing to Cuckmere Haven   

Saturday:  Open Morning 9.30 – 12.30  

is Tuesday 26th April 

. Chestnuts finish their cushions! 

Chestnuts have finished their long-term project of making animal 

cushions! They were inspired by Carola Van Dyke’s appliqué 

animal cushions and designed their own. They showed incredible  

resilience and perseverance in their fabric cutting, stitching, 

sewing, and stuffing!  

One of the highlights was definitely getting to use sewing 

machines, which Kim Trathen and Eve Mogridge kindly helped 

the class with.  

 

Uckfield Eco Expo 
Last Saturday Annan School had a stand at Uckfield Eco Expo. 

Annan’s Eco Club ran the stall and showed visitors how to make 

newspaper pots and make a wish for the World. 

There were many interesting stalls representing different Eco 

businesses and the Eco committee talked to the stallholders and 

invited some to come to our next Eco Fair. They were thrilled to 

meet the Mayor of Uckfield and have their photo taken with the 

Town Crier.  

 

 

Well done Issy in Elders 

Lewes FC women beat league 

champions Liverpool in front of 

a sell-out crowd which included 

Isabelle Jones’s U10 girls football 

team. The girls were invited to 

be mascots for the day forming 

a guard of honour for the teams 

as well as being presented with 

the Sussex U10 league cup at 

half time. They got to do a lap 

of honour with the trophy. Well 

done to Issy and her team. 
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